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December 4, 2006




Submitted via EUB Digital Data Submission System
Mr. Jamie Cameron, Application Officer
Alberta Energy and Utilities Board
640 – 5th Avenue S.W.

Calgary, Alberta, T2P 3G4

Dear Mr. Cameron,
Re:
Status Report Regarding Discussions with Stakeholders

Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) 2007 General Tariff Application (GTA) – Application No. 1485517

On November 14, 2006, the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board (the “Board” or “EUB”) issued a Notice of Application in respect of the AESO 2007 GTA.  In the notice, it was stated:

“The Board also notes the AESO has requested permission to engage in further discussions with stakeholders, with a view to narrowing those issues which the Board may ultimately be requested to rule on. While the Board understands that these discussions are in the infancy stage, in the event that these discussions evolve into settlement negotiations, the Board expects that a request will be made for Board approval to commence a negotiated settlement process, pursuant to Board Directive 18, Negotiated Settlement Rules, so that the Board may consider any adjustments to the schedule that may be necessary.  In any event, the Board requests that the AESO provide an assessment of the potential success of additional discussions and a proposed schedule to accommodate such additional discussions by December 4, 2006.”

In response to this, the AESO reports that no substantive progress was realized in its attempts at further discussions with stakeholders.  

A letter was sent to stakeholders on November 20, 2006 and a meeting was proposed for December 1, 2006.  However, some stakeholders declined to participate in the proposed discussions.  The AESO is of the view that the potential for success - where success means having a real and practical effect on narrowing the issues - is precluded if a number of interested parties (i.e. parties that intend to be active in the EUB review process) do not consider this to be a reasonable or constructive thing to try to do.  The AESO therefore did not hold the proposed meeting, and as such, has no new information at this time for the EUB to consider when drafting the issues list or otherwise considering the review process for the AESO’s application.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (403) 539-2751 or John Martin at (403) 539-2465, if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Signed by Heidi Kirrmaier
Heidi Kirrmaier

Vice-President, Regulatory
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