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To:
Market Participants
Date:
June 28, 2007
Re:
Upgrades  to the Energy Trading System (ETS)
ETS Outage:

On Wednesday, July 4th, 2007 starting at 2:15 p.m. mountain standard time, there will be a one hour planned interruption to the Alberta Electric System Operator's (AESO's) Energy Trading System (ETS).  There will be no access to ETS during this time. The System Marginal Price (SMP) and Pool Price (PP) will be updated accordingly on the Web site.

If you have any questions, please call 'AESOfirstcall' at 1-888-588-AESO (2376) during the business hours of 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. mountain time, Monday to Friday.

Alternatively, you may call the Customer Information Line at (403) 214-7508 for recorded updates during planned and unplanned interruptions to the AESO’s systems, 24-hours a day, seven days a week. 

Purpose of ETS Outage:

The AESO will be implementing changes to the ETS, further to stakeholder consultation surrounding Long Term Adequacy (LTA), as outlined in the Department of Energy’s Wholesale Market Policy paper, dated June 6, 2005.

The LTA working group put forward a recommendation for a market modification which would require generators to submit a two-year planned outage forecast on a rolling monthly basis.  The AESO is currently proceeding through its normal rules process to initiate the appropriate changes to OPP 601.  However, the LTA metrics incorporate planned outage information in their design, and the AESO would like participants, on a voluntary basis, to be able to enter planned outage forecasts related to their units, for up to two-years.  Currently, participants can only enter this information through the Total Declared Energy (TDE) tab into ETS, for up to a one-year forecast.

To assist with the LTA two-year outage forecasting, ETS will also be updated to allow for a new event type related to TDE.  Participants will be able to select “Retired” as an option for event type, when creating or updating their TDE values.   This will provide the AESO critical information related to the 2-year plan of your Asset.   
Thank you for your ongoing support of our initiatives.
Gordon Nadeau
Market Design Specialist
Market Services 
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