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April 24, 2009

Dear Stakeholder:
Re:
Update on the Status of WECC Regional Standard BAL-002-WECC-01
We would like to provide stakeholders an update on this proposed WECC standard. On March 25, 2009, the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) submitted a petition for Rulemaking with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”)  seeking approval of the WECC Regional Standard BAL-002-WECC-01 The standard, which was approved by the NERC Board of Trustees in October 2008, will now follow FERC’s rule making process. Although it was anticipated the standard was going to be approved by FERC last week, at this point, FERC has not provided any information as to if and when the standard will be approved. However, the AESO commits to keeping stakeholders updated on the progress of this initiative and to communicating with you once notification of approval of the standard has been received from FERC.

The approval of BAL-002-WECC-01 will require changes to the following AESO Operating Policies and Procedures (“OPP Rules”): 402 - Supplemental and Spinning Reserve Services; 403 - External Spinning and Supplemental Reserves from BC; 405 Automated Northwest PowerPool Contingency Reserve Sharing; and 406 - Firm Load Responsibility, in order to comply with this standard. Changes to these OPP Rules were initially distributed for consultation on January 29, 2009. However, due to the delay in the FERC approval process, the AESO has decided to delay the AESO approval and filing of these proposed changes with the Alberta Utilities Commission (“Commission”). The AESO plans to recommend these OPP Rules to the AESO Executive Rules Committee for approval and file these OPP Rules concurrently with the proposed Alberta reliability standard BAL-002-WECC-AB-01 in the July cycle of the ISO Rules Process. Please click here for details of the reason for this delay and future action as outlined in the letter posted on the AESO website April 17, 2009.

The implementation of BAL-002-WECC-01, or BAL-002-WECC-AB-01 will also require changes to the following ISO documents: “Technical Requirements for Provision of Spinning Reserves”; “Technical Requirements for the Provision of Spinning Reserves from Resources that are External to the Alberta Control Area”; “Technical Requirements for Provision of Supplemental Reserves by Generation Units”; “Technical Requirements for Provision of Supplemental Reserves by Loads”; Technical Requirements for Provision of Supplemental Reserves from Generation Units”; “Technical Requirements for the Provision of Supplemental Reserves from Resources that are External to the Alberta Control Area”; and “Glossary of Terms for Technical Requirements”. These ISO documents will be amended and posted to the AESO website following approval by the Commission of BAL-002-WECC-AB-01 and confirmation of the affected OPP Rules. 

We will provide you an update toward the end of July or sooner as required.  Should you have any questions regarding this matter please contact me at any time.

Yours truly,

Original signed by

Doug Hincks

Director, Operations Integration
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