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	Section
	Subsection 
	Stakeholder Comment

	

	2.0 Purpose

3.0 Introduction
	
	· IPCAA understands that the previous market suspension rule has been in place since 1999; however, fails to see the AESO’s rationale for prioritizing this initiative over other, more pressing and significant issues – such as resolving intertie ATC allocation, Demand Response, LSSI procurement, etc.

	4.0 Market Suspension Policy and Principles
	4.1 Electric Utilities Act (EUA) and Policy documents
	

	
	4.2 Market Suspension Principles

· Are there any principles that are missing, that should be included? Please include reasons why.

· Are there any principles listed that should not be included? Please include reasons why.
	· No concerns. 

	5.0 Market Suspension Issue Identification Paper –Stakeholder comments
	
	

	6.0 Authority to suspend the market
	6.1 Authority of the AUC within the rule

· Do you agree or disagree with the AESO’s proposal to remove the authority of the AUC to suspend market operations from the rule language? Please include reasons why.
	· IPCAA believes the AUC’s role as regulator and not market operator makes it extremely unlikely that the AUC will ever exercise authority to suspend the market. As such, IPCAA is not concerned with this potential rule change – and questions why the AESO is using its resources to propagate such a rule change when work in other market areas is much more relevant.

	
	6.2 Authority of the System Controller to suspend market operation

· Do you agree or disagree with the AESO’s assessment within this section? Please include reasons why.
	· In the event of a blackout, the SC will obviously be in the best position to suspend the market.

· In an IT failure situation, or an event where the SC has to vacate the control centre, having AESO CEO authority to suspend the market is an adequate solution. Although, it can be presumed that the SC will have made the decision and the eventual approval by the CEO will be a mere formality.

	7.0 Options for consideration during the loss of market management tools
	7.1 Limited Market Operation – market management tool outages

· Are there any points that the AESO has not considered in it’s assessment in Table 1?
	· The AESO covers the pros and cons sufficiently.

· The key point in both of these options is to recognize that in a blackout situation or an IT failure/control centre problem, the system controller will likely end up making decisions whereby a merit order is not followed to the letter. Even in a limited market operation situation, there will be discretion used.

	
	7.2 Suspend all markets

· Are there any points that the AESO has not considered in it’s assessment in Table 1?
	· See above

	8.0 Pricing during an energy market suspension
	· Which energy market suspension pricing option proposed in sections 8.1-8.6 does your company support? Are there any other options that should be considered?
	· All of the options are unsatisfactory to various market participants. 
· The AESO should consider two separate market suspension situations: (1) a blackout; and (2) an IT failure/SC having to vacate the control centre. 

· In situation (1), reconstituting a price using various forecasts and extrapolation is irrational. The purpose of a price signal is for it to be transparent so market participants can react appropriately and make rational decisions regarding generation and consumption. If there is not going to be any transparency anyway, set the price administratively, ensure that generators who are producing electricity have their operating costs covered, and get the system running again as quickly as possible. If the situation is of short duration, the financial impacts will be minimal. 

· If the situation is of long duration, all of the pricing options suggested will prove inefficient anyway.
· In situation (2), the use of a paper merit order should be sufficient for dispatch purposes, as well as price setting by reconstituting the merit order. There will likely be a certain amount of SC discretion. The MSA will be able to monitor pricing after-the-fact to ensure no manipulation occurred.

	
	8.1 Similar day demand patterns

· Are there any points that the AESO has not considered in it’s assessment on this option in Table 2?
	· This solution is unsatisfactory

	
	8.2 30 Day Rolling Average

· Are there any points that the AESO has not considered in it’s assessment on this option in Table 2?
	· See above

	
	8.3 Reference Price

· Are there any points that the AESO has not considered in it’s assessment on this option in Table 2?
	· See above

	
	8.4 Status Quo

· Are there any points that the AESO has not considered in it’s assessment on this option in Table 2?
	· See above

	
	8.5 Same day of the week

· Are there any points that the AESO has not considered in it’s assessment on this option in Table 2?
	· See above

	
	8.6 Combined approach

· Are there any points that the AESO has not considered in it’s assessment on this option in Table 2?
	· See above

	9.0 Market Suspension for reliability issues
	
	

	10.0 Market Suspension for market issues
	
	

	11.0 Importing during a market suspension
	· Are the existing mechanisms under OPP 807 and OPP 803 sufficient during a market suspension?
	· Does the AESO believe these mechanisms are sufficient during a market suspension?

	12.0 Next steps
	
	

	Additional Comments
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