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The Energy Market is the process by which competitive generation is offered into the Alberta Market and 
by which that generation is subsequently dispatched to meet demand on a minute to minute basis. The 
ISO rules describe the means by which that energy must be offered into the market, the process by which 
the offer can be altered and expectations regarding response of generation to dispatch. Detailed 
information on the Alberta Market including training guides for participants, information on recent changes 
and consultations on upcoming rule changes can be found by navigating through the various Markets 
related web pages. 

Compliance Monitoring with respect to the Energy Market is carried out primarily by running a series of 
screens on the AESO’s records of participant behavior. This is typically done for the previous month in 
the early weeks of the subsequent month. Examples of these screens include: identifying all offer 
restatements made within the T-2 period; or comparing the generation output of each asset with its 
dispatch level over each 24 hour period in the month.  

The AESO runs a varying set of screens each month. The results of these screens are then prioritized 
according to such criteria as duration and magnitude of deviation and sorted by asset and participant. 
Events of possible non-compliance are also brought to the attention of the Compliance Group by other 
AESO personnel including the AESO System Controllers and the Outage Scheduling group. In a given 
month the AESO may only pursue a subset of the total list of possible events. For each event, the AESO 
carries out several iterations of data gathering and review. SCADA generation values used in the screens 
are compared to revenue grade metering values in an effort to identify instances where the data is 
incorrect or questionable. Phone calls made to the AESO System Controller are reviewed to identify any 
relevant information. Information logs that track known AESO IT system problems are reviewed. All 
associated EMS and ETS data is gathered to build as complete a picture of the event as possible.  

If the entirety of this information continues to suggest that a rule may have been contravened, an 
Information Request is sent to the participant. The participant is given an opportunity to see some of the 
data that suggests a possible contravention and to provide additional relevant data and information on the 
event in question. The IR response is reviewed and compared with AESO data and then the AESO 
makes a determination as to whether or not it suspects a rule has been contravened. If so, the participant 
receives a referral to the MSA of the event in question. 


