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June 15, 2017 

To: Alberta Utilities Commission (“AUC” or “Commission”) 

Re:  Forwarding Notice on Final Proposed Retirement of Alberta Reliability Standard BAL-004-AB-0, 
Time Error Correction (“existing BAL-004-AB-0”) 

The Alberta Electric System Operator (“AESO”) recommends that the Commission approve the retirement of 
existing BAL-004-AB-0 pursuant to Section 19 of the Transmission Regulation. 

Background 

Existing BAL-004-AB-0 was adopted in Alberta based on the North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
(“NERC”) reliability standard BAL-004-0, Time Error Correction (“NERC BAL-004-0”). Existing BAL-004-AB-0 
provides the requirements associated with the implementation of manual time error correction on the 
Interconnection.
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On November 2, 2016, the NERC Board of Trustees approved the retirement of NERC BAL-004-0 after a 
review by and recommendation from the NERC Periodic Review Team. On November 17, 2016, the 
NERC provided the AESO with a Notice of Filing
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 regarding the retirement of NERC BAL-004-0. On 

January 18, 2017, following approval of the retirement by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the 
NERC listed NERC BAL-004-0 as an inactive reliability standard.  

As indicated in the NERC’s Notice of Filing, the Standards Drafting Team determined that manual time error 
correction does not materially support reliability of the bulk power system and that conducting time error 
correction is inconsistent with the NERC’s Reliability and Market Interface Principles, Reliability Principle 2, 
which states that “The frequency and voltage of interconnected bulk power systems shall be controlled within 
defined limits through the balancing of real and reactive power supply and demand.” 

As long as BAL-004-AB-0 remains in effect in Alberta, the AESO continues to be held to mandatory 
compliance with a non-authoritative practice in the WECC. Accordingly, the AESO is recommending that 
existing BAL-004-AB-0 be retired. The AESO will continue to participate in any manual time error corrections 
requested by the Western Electricity Coordinating Council designated Interconnection Time Monitor, Peak 
Reliability.  

Summary of AESO Consultation  

It is the AESO’s view that market participants are not likely to be directly affected by the final proposed 
retirement of existing BAL-004-AB-0. Accordingly, no formal consultation with market participants was 
undertaken.
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1  As defined in the AESO’s Consolidated Authoritative Document Glossary, interconnection “means the electrical connection of the 

interconnected electric system with any electric system in a jurisdiction bordering Alberta and when capitalized, it means any one 
(1) of the three (3) major electric system networks in North America: Eastern, Western, and ERCOT.” 

2
  NERC Notice of Filing of the North American Electric Reliability Corporation of Retirement of Reliability Standard BAL-004-0, 

November 17, 2016, page 2. 
3
  Section 19(4) of the Transmission Regulation states that, before adopting or making a reliability standard, “the ISO must consult 

with those Market Participants that it considers are likely to be directly affected”. 

http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/ca/Canadian%20Filings%20and%20Orders%20DL/Alberta%20BAL-004%20Filing%20for%20Retirement.pdf
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On May 25, 2017, the AESO posted a notification in the AESO Stakeholder Newsletter informing market 
participants and other interested parties that it would not be consulting on the final proposed retirement of 
BAL-004-AB-0, and would forward the final proposed retirement of BAL-004-AB-0 to the Commission on 
June 15, 2017. 

Attachments to Forwarding Notice  

The following documents are attached to this Forwarding Notice: 

1. Copy of existing BAL-004-AB-0;  

2. Copy of May 25, 2017 AESO Stakeholder Newsletter; and 

3. Copy of the NERC’s Notice of Filing. 

Proposed Effective Date  

The AESO recommends that the Commission approve the retirement of BAL-004-AB-0 to become effective 
the first business day of the week following approval by the Commission. 

The AESO submits that the retirement of BAL-004-AB-0 complies with the requirements of the Transmission 
Regulation, is not technically deficient and is in the public interest. 

If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.  

Sincerely, 

“Original Signed By” 

Maria Gray 
Regulatory Services Team Lead 
Phone: 403-776-7517 
Email: maria.gray@aeso.ca 

Attachments 

https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Copy-of-existing-BAL-004-AB-0.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/AESO-Stakeholder-Newsletter-May-25-2017.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/NERC-Notice-of-Filing-Alberta-BAL-004-Filing-for-Retirement.pdf

