
 
 
 
 

Forwarded to the Commission: 
February 13, 2018 

Page 1 of 2 Public 

 

February 13, 2018 

To:  Alberta Utilities Commission (“AUC” or “Commission”) 

Re:  Forwarding Notice – New Alberta Reliability Standard PER-003-AB-1, Operations Personnel 
Credentials (“PER-003-AB-1”) 

The Alberta Electric System Operator (“AESO”) recommends that the Commission approve the proposed new 
PER-003-AB-1, pursuant to Section 19 of the Transmission Regulation. 

Background 

The purpose of proposed new PER-003-AB-1 is to ensure that operating personnel performing the reliability-
related tasks of an operator of a transmission facility are certified through the North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation’s (“NERC”) Operator Certification Program when filling a real time operating position 
responsible for control of the bulk electric system. 

Summary of Proposed Changes 

In developing proposed new PER-003-AB-1, the AESO determined that certain Alberta variances and 
administrative amendments were required in order to ensure that the NERC PER-003-1, Operating Personnel 
Credentials (“NERC PER-003-1”) is capable of being applied in Alberta and does not require a material 
change in the framework for the market for electric energy. A summary of these Alberta variances and 
administrative amendments are as follows: 

Alberta variances: 

• Proposed new PER-003-AB-1 is not applicable to operators of certain transmission facilities that are 
part of the bulk electric system. If the only transmission facilities operated by the operator are those 
described in subsections (a), (b) or (c) of the Applicability section, then proposed new PER-003-AB-1 
will not apply to that operator. If the operator operates transmission facilities that are part of the bulk 
electric system, in addition to those listed in subsections (a), (b) or (c) of the Applicability section, then 
proposed new PER-003-AB-1 will apply to the operator. The AESO has provided for this exemption 
because:  

(i) having non-NERC certified operators operate the facilities in subsections (a), (b) or (c) poses little 
risk to the overall reliable operation of the bulk electric system; and 

(ii) an operator will only operate their facilities under the authority of a NERC-certified operator which 
removes the risk of a non-NERC certified operator operating these facilities. 

• The “areas of competency” in NERC PER-003-1 have been removed in proposed new PER-003-AB-1 
because obtaining NERC certification demonstrates that the operating personnel have met these 
competencies. The intent of requirement R2 in proposed new PER-003-AB-1 is for the operator of a 
transmission facility to obtain NERC certification. 

• Footnote 1 in NERC PER-003-1 will be included in an associated Information Document as it is the 
view of the AESO that the supervision of non-NERC certified personnel in training is more appropriate 
as a clarification to the certification requirements for operators.  
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Administrative amendments: 

• “Reliability Coordinator and Balancing Authority” has been removed from the “Purpose” and 
“Applicability” sections of proposed new PER-003-AB-1 as the AESO has these roles in Alberta and 
operating personnel of the AESO are required to possess NERC Reliability Operator certification in 
accordance with requirement R1 of existing Alberta Reliability Standard PER-004-AB-2, Reliability 
Coordination Staffing (“PER-004-AB-2”); and 

• Requirement R1 and requirement R3 of NERC PER-003-1 were not included in proposed new 
PER-003-AB-1 as the content of these requirements is contained in existing PER-004-AB-2.  

In addition, the AESO made amendments to ensure consistent use of defined terms as included in the 
AESO’s Consolidated Authoritative Document Glossary. Administrative changes, such as formatting and 
grammatical corrections, have also been made in proposed new PER-003-AB-1.   

Summary of AESO Consultation  

On November 23, 2017, the AESO posted a Consultation Letter on its website requesting written comments 
from market participants and other interested parties with respect to the proposed new PER-003-AB-1, and 
notified market participants in the AESO Stakeholder Newsletter.  

On December 15, 2017, the AESO posted the written comment received from market participants and other 
interested parties, in response to the Consultation Letter, on its website and notified market participants in the 
AESO Stakeholder Newsletter. Please see the Market Participant Comment on Consultation Letter for the 
one written comment received. Due to the supporting nature of the only written comment received, the AESO 
determined a reply letter was not required.  

Attachments to Forwarding Notice  

The following documents are attached to this Forwarding Notice: 

1. November 23, 2017 Consultation Letter; 

2. December 15, 2017 Market Participant Comment on Consultation Letter; and 

3. Clean copy of new PER-003-AB-1. 

Proposed Effective Date  

The AESO recommends that the Commission approve the new PER-003-AB-1 to become effective on the 
first day of the calendar quarter that follows three full calendar quarters after approval by the Commission. 

The AESO submits that the new PER-003-AB-1 complies with the requirements of the Transmission 
Regulation, is not technically deficient and is in the public interest. 

If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.  

“Maria Gray” 

Maria Gray 
Regulatory Analyst 
Phone: 403-776-7517 
Email: maria.gray@aeso.ca 

Attachments 

http://www.aeso.ca/rulesprocedures/20550.html
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Consultation-Letter-re-PER-003-AB-1.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Market-Participant-Comment-Letter-re-PER-003-AB-1.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Consultation-Letter-re-PER-003-AB-2.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Market-Participant-Comment-Letter-re-PER-003-AB-2.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/PER-003-AB-1-Operations-Personnel-Credentials2.pdf

