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August  31, 2018 

To:  Alberta Utilities Commission (“AUC” or “Commission”) 

Re:  Forwarding Notice – New Alberta Reliability Standard PRC-019-AB-2, Coordination of 
Generating Unit or Plant Capabilities, Voltage Regulating Controls, and Protection (“new PRC-
019-AB-2”)  

The Alberta Electric System Operator (“AESO”) recommends that the Commission approve the proposed new 
PRC-019-AB-2, pursuant to Section 19 of the Transmission Regulation. 

Background 

The purpose of proposed new PRC-019-AB-2 is to periodically verify coordination of generating unit or 
synchronous condenser “SC” facility voltage regulating controls, limit functions, equipment capabilities, and 
protection system settings. Proposed new PRC-019-AB-2 will ensure that generating units and SC facilities 
will not trip off-line as a result of improper coordination between their protective relays, voltage regulating 
controls and limit functions. 

Summary of Proposed Changes 

In developing the proposed new PRC-019-AB-2, the AESO determined that an Alberta variance is required to 
ensure that the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) PRC-019-2, Coordination of 
Generating Unit or Plant Capabilities, Voltage Regulating Controls, and Protection (“NERC PRC-019-2”) is 
capable of being applied in Alberta and does not require a material change in the framework for the market for 
electric energy. A summary of this Alberta variance is as follows: 
 

• requirement R2(b), requiring that coordination activities must be performed before a facility 
electrically connects to the transmission system, has been added to clarify the difference between 
unanticipated changes, described in requirement R2(a), and planned changes. It is important that 
the required coordination is performed for planned changes prior to electrically connecting the 
generating unit or SC facility to the transmission system in order to ensure reliable operation of 
the generating unit or SC facility. 

In addition to these Alberta variances, the AESO made administrative changes as follows: 
 

• the “Applicability” section has been amended to ensure proposed new PRC-019-AB-2 is capable 
of application in Alberta; 

• the terms used to describe applicable entities in this reliability standard have been amended from 
the NERC version in order to correctly identify the applicable entities in Alberta and to align with 
terms included in the AESO Consolidated Authoritative Documents Glossary; and 

• requirement R1 has been restructured to move the focus on verifying the protection coordination 
of each facility described in requirement R1(a) and (b) from those subsections to the main body of 
the requirement. 
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Summary of AESO Consultation  

On June 21, 2018, the AESO posted a Consultation Letter on its website requesting written comments from 
market participants and other interested parties with respect to the proposed new PRC-019-AB-2, and notified 
market participants in the AESO Stakeholder Newsletter.  

On July 17, the AESO posted the written comments received from market participants and other interested 
parties, in response to the Consultation Letter, on its website and notified market participants in the AESO 
Stakeholder Newsletter. Please see the Market Participant Comments on Consultation Letter for a summary 
of written comments received. 

On August 16, 2018, the AESO posted its replies to market participant comments, including the proposed 
new PRC-019-AB-2, on its website and notified market participants in the AESO Stakeholder Newsletter. 
Please see the AESO Reply to Market Participant Comments Letter for a summary of replies to written 
comments received, including the rationale or basis for the position of the AESO that explains why certain 
positions were rejected or accepted.  

Attachments to Forwarding Notice  

The following documents are attached to this Forwarding Notice: 

1. June 21, 2018 Consultation Letter; 

2. July 17, 2018 Market Participant Comments on Consultation Letter;  

3. August 16, 2018 AESO Reply to Market Participant Comments Letter; and 

4. Blackline and clean copies of proposed new PRC-019-AB-2. 

Proposed Effective Date  

The AESO recommends that the Commission approve the proposed new PRC-019-AB-2 to become effective 
on the first day of the calendar quarter (January 1, April 1, July 1 or October 1) that follows twelve full 
calendar quarters after approval by the Commission.  

The AESO submits that the proposed new PRC-019-AB-2 complies with the requirements of the 
Transmission Regulation, is not technically deficient, and is in the public interest. 

If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.  

 
Sincerely,  

“Melissa Mitchell-Moisson” 
 
Melissa Mitchell-Moisson 
Regulatory Coordinator 
Phone: 403-539-2948 
Email: melissa.mitchell-moisson@aeso.ca 

Attachments 

 

https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Consultation-Letter-for-PRC-019-AB-2-.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Market-Participant-Comment-Letter-PRC-019.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Consultation-Letter-for-PRC-019-AB-2-.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/Market-Participant-Comment-Letter-PRC-019.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/AESO-Reply-Letter-PRC-019.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/4a-PRC-019-AB-2-Blackline-for-forwarding.pdf
https://www.aeso.ca/assets/Uploads/4b-PRC-019-AB-2-clean-for-forwarding-.pdf

