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Alberta Reliability Standard Market Participant Comments and/or Alternative Proposal AESO Replies 
New 
The AESO is seeking comments from market participants 
with regard to the following matters:  

1. Are there any requirements contained in proposed new 
EOP-005-AB-2 that are not clearly articulated? If yes, 
please indicate the specific section of proposed new 
EOP-005-AB-2, describe the concern and suggest 
alternative language. 

2. Please provide any additional comments regarding the 
proposed new EOP-005-AB-2. 

AltaLink Management Ltd. (“AltaLink”) 

AltaLink generally supports EOP-005-AB-2 but does have one 
comment outlined below. 

1. Requirements R1, R3, R4 and R5 refer to an ISO approval 
requirement of restoration plans developed by the operator of a 
transmission facility. The ISO approval requirement may cause 
some delay in releasing updated versions of restoration plans. 
Other operating procedures developed by operators of 
transmission facilities are submitted to the ISO for review and 
comment, but do not require approval. The ISO does, via email, 
formally acknowledge receipt of new and updated operating 
procedures provided to them by an operator of a transmission 
facility. 

The suggestion is to remove the ISO approval requirement as 
that operators of transmission facilities can ensure any updates to 
their restoration plans can implemented immediately. The 
restoration plans should be sent to the ISO for review and 
comment and the ISO should formally acknowledge receipt. If the 
ISO has any comments then a new version can be issued. 

If the ISO approval requirement must remain in the standard then 
its suggested timelines for the ISO approval should be added to 
the standard. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1. Requirement R5.1 in EOP-006-AB-2, System Restoration 

Coordination (“EOP-006-AB-2”), which came into effect in Alberta 
on September 1, 2015, requires the AESO to approve or 
disapprove the restoration plan or procedures submitted by an 
operator of a transmission facility (“TFO”) within thirty (30) days 
following the receipt of the restoration plan or procedure. The 
purpose of the approval process is to provide a mechanism for 
the AESO to ensure that the TFO’s restoration procedures remain 
aligned with the AESO’s restoration plan, and the requirement will 
not be removed at this time. 
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ATCO Electric Ltd. (“AE”) 

2. R1 – (a)- One or more areas of the interconnected electric system 
shuts down; 

AE Concern: How does the ISO define areas? 
 

 

 

 

3. R1.5 The identification of the initial switching requirements for any 
facilities, operated by the operator of a transmission facility, 
that are a part of the cranking paths identified in the ISO’s 
restoration plan 

AE Concern: What do you mean by initial switiching 
requirements? 

 

4. R1.7 Operating processes to reestablish connections between 
the transmission facilities of the operator of a transmission 
facility for areas that have been restored and are prepared for 
reconnection. 

Vs 

R1.3 Procedures for restoring:  
(a) connections with other operators of transmission facilities; 
and  

(b) interconnections with any adjacent interconnected 
transmission operators under the direction of the ISO.  

AE Concern: Can the AESO please explain what the difference 
between R1.7 and R1.3 is currently as written, other than one is a 
procedure and one is a process? The NERC version of EOP-005 

 
 

2. Read in its entirety, requirement R1 requires the operator of a 
transmission facility to have a restoration plan that allows for the 
restoration of the facilities that it operates following a disturbance  
in which one or more of areas of the Alberta interconnected 
electric system (“AIES”) shuts down and the use of blackstart 
resources is required to restore the area(s) to service. 
Accordingly, an area referred to in requirement R1 is any area for 
which the use of blackstart resources is required to restore 
service. 

 
3. Initial switching requirements are those that are required to 

prepare transmission facilities on a cranking path for 
energization. These may include opening line terminals, bus 
reconfigurations, transformer tap position adjustments, switching 
reactive elements and coordination of any necessary switching 
with other entities such as an operator of a generating unit, an 
operator of an electric distribution system or an adjacent operator 
of a transmission facility. 

 
 
4. Requirement R1.3 requires procedures for restoring connections 

between the transmission facility and transmission facilities 
operated by other operators. Requirement R1.7 requires 
processes for re-establishing connections between a 
transmission facility and other transmission facilities that are 
operated by the same operator.The content of the Alberta version 
of requirement R1.7 is the same in substance as the NERC 
requirement R1.7. 
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R1.7 speaks in R1.7 about processes to reestablish connections 
within the operator of transmission facility area. This distinction 
should be reflected in the AB version. 

5. R2 In the event of changes to the roles and specific tasks of 
entities identified in a restoration plan: 

AE Concern: What do you mean by roles and specific tasks 
whereas there is no mention of roles and tasks in the existing 
plan as required by R1? 

 

6. R3 Each operator of a transmission facility must within sixty 
(60) days after receiving an updated copy of the ISO’s restoration 
plan:  

AE Concern: AE may require greater than 60 days if there is a 
new blackstart resource added. Will the 60 day time line be 
flexible in that scenario? 

7. R3.1 AE Concern: What is the ISO’s time frame to respond back 
to the operator of a transmission facility after they have resolved 
the issues identified by the ISO? 

8. R4.1 AE Concern: What is the ISO’s time frame to respond back 
to the operator of a transmission facility after they have resolved 
the issues identified by the ISO? 

9. R12 Each operator of a transmission facility must participate in 
the ISO’s restoration drills, exercises, or simulations if requested 
by the ISO. 

AE Concern: How will the AESO be officially communicating this 
request to Market Participants? 

 

 
 
 
 
5. Processes and procedures may include roles and tasks. It is the 

responsibility of each entity to determine whether changes to 
processes and procedures described in its restoration plan have 
affected the roles and tasks performed. Note that the AESO’s 
Restoration Plan includes roles and tasks to be performed and 
any changes to these roles and tasks must be communicated to 
the affected entity in accordance with requirement R2(a). 
 
 

6. Requirement R3 has been amended to allow for flexibility in the 
time requirement, if agreed to by the AESO.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
7. The timeline for the AESO to respond back to the operator of a 

transmission facility is 30 days in accordance with requirement 
R5.1 in EOP-006-AB-2. 

 
8. Please see AESO reply #7 above. 
 
 
 
9. At this time the AESO expects that it will make requests for 

participation in accordance with requirement R10.1 of 
EOP-006-AB-2 by email.   
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EPCOR Distribution & Transmission Inc. (“EDTI”) 

10. Can the AESO confirm that the restoration plan created and 
approved under requirement R1 begins after stabilization (voltage 
and frequency) has been achieved?  Stabilizing islands after a 
major event on the transmission system requires highly specific, 
incident and situation dependent action of the control operator.  It 
is unrealistic for a restoration plan to exhaustively include all of 
these potential scenarios, and still be useful in a real time 
emergency situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Can operators of transmission facilities that participate in the 
ISO’s restoratation drills, exercises, or simulations referenced in 
reqirement R12, include this traning as part, or all, of its training 
requirement under R10 if the ISO’s training includes those 
requirements listed in R10 (a) through (d)? 

12. Can the AESO confirm that the training required under R11 is for 
field switching personnel that are required to perform tasks as 
part of a restoration plan that is not part of their regular training 
and job duties?  (ie. If the tasks required under the restoration 
plan are part of their regular duties then further training under 
R11 is not required.) 

 
 
10. The restoration plan created and approved under requirement R1 

does not begin after islands have been stabilized, but rather 
when the AESO declares a provincial blackout, in accordance 
with Section 5 of the AESO’s Restoration Plan, System 
Restoration Process. 

 
The AESO recognizes that islanded conditions and the required 
specific control actions to stabilize voltage and frequency may 
vary. Each operator of a transmission facility is required by 
EOP-005-AB-2 to have strategies, processes and procedures to 
address the conditions identified in EOP-005-AB-2. It is up to 
each operator of a transmission facility to determine how general 
or specific strategies, processes and procedures developed in 
EOP-005-AB-2 will be.  
 
More specific processes may be appropriate for areas that are 
designed to island. 

 
 

11. It is the responsibility of each operator of a transmission facility to 
determine how it will comply with the the requirements of R10.  

 
 
 

 
12. In the AESO’s view the requirement is clear and it is up to the 

operator of a transmission facility to determine how it will comply 
with the requirements of R11. 

 

ENMAX Power Corporation. (“ENMAX”) 

13. R1.7: The requirement is somewhat confusing. ENMAX Power 
Corporation makes the following suggestion which may help 

 
 
13. In the AESO’s view the requirement is clear. Please refer to 

AESO reply #4 above. 
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clarify the requirement: 

R.1.7 Operating processes to reestablish connections 
between the transmission facilities of the operator of a 
transmission facility for an area that has been restored and an 
area that is prepared for reconnection. 

14. R2: Some clarification about the distinction between “roles” and 
“responsibilities” would be helpful for ENMAX Power Corporation 
to self-assess whether it is compliant with this requirement. In the 
context of a restoration plan, a “role” may refer to the entity (e.g. a 
generator or an operator of a transmission facility) involved in the 
restoration plan or it may refer to the actions which the entity is 
responsible for under the plan. If it is the later, then it is difficult to 
identify the difference between “role” and “responsibility 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. In the AESO’s view the requirement is clear and it is up to the 

operator of a transmission facility to determine how it will comply 
with the requirements of R2. 

 
 
 

 


