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The Connection Process
PROCESS OVERVIEW
	� The Connection Process is followed when the AESO determines that a project will 

require new or altered transmission facilities to expand or enhance the capability 
of the transmission system, and therefore, regulatory approvals are required.  

	� The project may require new or amended System Access Service (SAS) 
Agreements. 

	� The process follows a gated approach, and projects must complete all required 
deliverables for a stage in order to advance to the next stage.  

	� Below is a list of some of the key deliverables and a high-level flowchart of 
important activities showing the parties generally involved.  

See the Connection Process page on the AESO website for more information. 

Stage 3: Regulatory Preparation

	� Functional Specification
	� Direction Letter
	� Engineering Connection Assessment, if required
	� Service Proposal and Cost Estimate
	� Participant Involvement Program (PIP) Report
	� Environment Effects Screening Form
	� Stage 3 PDUP
	� Stage 3 CCD
	� Financial Security for SAS Agreement under Rate DTS
	� System Access Service (SAS) Agreements
	� GUOC Notice (generators only)
	� �Power Plant or Energy Storage Application  

filed with the AUC (generators only)
	� �Needs Identification Document (NID) Application or 

ANAP Approval Letter
	� Facility Application (FA)

Stage 4: AUC Applications

	� NID Application Filing
	� Facility Application Filing
	� Potential AUC Information Requests (IRs)
	� Potential AUC Hearing
	� NID Approval
	� Permit and License (P&L)
	� �Power Plant or Energy Storage Approval  

(generators only)
	� GUOC Payment (generators only)

Stage 5: Construction

	� �100 Day Energization Package (includes Stage 5 PDUP) 
and Financial Security for SAS Agreements

	� 30 Day Energization Package
	� Energy Trading System (ETS) Setup (generators only)

Stage 6 : Close Out

	� Energization Authorization Letter
	� Post‐Energization Package (as‐builts)
	� Commissioning Certificate (generators only)
	� �Model Validation and Reactive Power Verification Report 

(generators only)
	� Final Cost Report
	� Stage 6 CCD
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