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The Independent Assessment Process

PROCESS OVERVIEW
	� The Independent Assessment Process is followed by load and reliability projects, 

and generation and energy storage projects that propose to inject less than 5 MW 
of new or additional flow into the Alberta interconnected electric system (AIES). 

	� The process follows a gated approach, and projects must complete all required 
deliverables for a stage in order to advance to the next stage. 

	� Below is a list of some of the key deliverables and a high-level flowchart of 
important activities showing the parties generally involved. Because of the 
wide variety of scope and complexity of projects following this process, some 
deliverables and activities may not be required. 

See the Independent Assessment page on the AESO website for more information. 

Stage 0: Application

	� �System Access Service Request (SASR), and 
attachments which may include

	− Distribution Deficiency Report (DDR) 
(Distribution Facility Owners only)

	− Section 101 Waiver
	− Conceptual Facility Single Line Diagram (SLD)

Stage 1: Scope

	� Project Plan
	� Study Scope
	� �Stage 1 Project Data Update Package (PDUP)

(Connection and BTF projects only)
	� �Stage 1 Construction Contribution Decision (CCD) 

(Contract projects only)

Stage 2: Assessment

	� Engineering Study Results (ESR)
	� �OOM or NID‐Level Cost Estimates  

(Connection projects only)
	� �Environment and Land Use Effects Evaluation  

(if required) (Connection projects only)
	� High‐level Facility Design (Connection projects only)
	� Single Line Diagrams (SLDs)
	� Proposal to Proceed
	� Stage 2 PDUP (Connection and BTF projects only)
	� �Stage 2 Construction Contribution calculation  

(Connection load projects only)
	� �Stage 3 & 4 Security to the TFO  

(Connection projects only)
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